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For The Students – By The Students Since 1893

The Constitution of the Lambuth University 
Student Government Association 

Preamble

We the students of Lambuth University, in order to participate in the governance of the University community, to give direction and voice to student concerns, to provide a framework for a number of activities and services for students, and to build a Christian community under the charter of this University, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the Lambuth University Student Government Association, provided that no part of this Constitution nor any action taken under its authority shall conflict with the policy of the University.

Statement of Purpose

The Purpose of the Lambuth University Student Government Association is to adequately and sufficiently represent the ideals and rights of the Student Association by making a tangible and memorable impact on each Lambuth student, while maintaining a close working relationship with the University administration as well as with all University faculty and staff members; furthermore, the Student Government Association shall work in a good faith effort in conjunction with the Student Affairs Committee and the Office of Student Development to serve the Lambuth Community.
Article I

Section 1. All enrolled students at Lambuth University, as certified by the Registrar of the University, shall be members of the Lambuth University Student Association.
Section 2. All executive and legislative authority of the Student Association shall be vested in the Student Government Association. The Student Association shall elect a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Secretary of Communications and a Chief Justice, all of whom will serve as officers of the Student Government Association and as the Executive Council. Each academic classification as well as the commuter population, shall be represented in the Senate by a representative from each of the respective constituencies.
Section 3. The Senate shall meet regularly, and special meetings may be called by the President, Vice President, or upon petition of a majority of the elected members of the Senate. The Senate may adopt its own rules and/or procedures.
Section 4. All regular and special Senate meetings shall be open to all members of the Student Association and members of the Lambuth faculty and staff unless, by the presentation and subsequent second of a motion to do so, the Senate shall go into executive session.

Section 5. A special meeting of the Student Government Association shall be called if a petition requesting to do so is presented to the Executive Council with the signatures of at least ten percent of the Student Association. 
Section 6. All bills, resolutions, and allocations passed by the Senate must be approved by a majority vote unless otherwise provided for in this Constitution or in the Bylaws of the Student Government Association. All votes must be cast in person.

Article II

Section 1. The Senate shall have the authority to appoint student members to the various Standing Committees of the University on which there are student members. The Senate may request reports from these committees.
Section 2. The Senate shall have the authority to establish permanent and temporary student committees, as it deems necessary and appropriate. The Senate shall designate the powers and responsibilities of these committees, and shall have the authority to elect and remove the officers of such committees.  The Executive Council shall appoint members of the Senate to serve on such committees as the members of the Council see fit.
Section 3. The Senate shall have the authority to require its committees, created under authority of Article II, Section 2, to submit written requests for funds.

Article III

Section 1. The President of the Student Government Association shall:

a.  preside over all meetings of the Senate unless otherwise noted in this Constitution;
b.  foster and promote a positive relationship between the Student Government
                Association and the University Administration;

c.  meet often with the Dean of Students;

d.  represent the Student Association at University Board of Trustees meetings; and

e.  represent the Student Association at University ceremonies and other functions
                when called upon by the University Administration.
Section 2. The Vice President of the Student Government Association shall: 

a.  preside over all meetings of the Senate in the absence of the President;

b.  perform the duties of the President upon the President’s resignation from office,
                 removal from office, or withdrawal from the University;

c.  preside over standing and ad hoc committees; and

d.  serve as the Student Association’s Academic Liaison to the University.

Section 3. The Secretary of the Student Government Association shall:

a.  keep accurate minutes of all Senate meetings;

b.  keep accurate records of member’s attendance to meetings;

c.  perform administrative duties in the Student Government Association Office; and

d.  perform all duties prescribed by the President or Vice President.

Section 4. The Treasurer of the Student Government Association shall:

a.  keep all financial records;

b.  sign all warrants for allocation of funds controlled by the Student Government

     Association;

c.  report the financial standing of the Student Government Association at each Senate

     meeting; and

d.  perform all duties prescribed by the President or Vice President.

Section 5. The Secretary of Communications of the Student Government Association shall:

a.  coordinate all campus publicity for the Student Government Association;

b.  handle all correspondence with other schools;

c.  handle all correspondence with student and/or faculty organizations;

d.  serve as the Student Government Association’s liaison to The Vision; and

e.  perform all duties prescribed by the President or Vice President.

Section 6. The Chief Justice of the Student Government Association shall:

a.  be responsible for all Student Government Association elections and all

     preparation therein;

b.  interpret the Constitution of the Student Government Association when called
                upon to do so;

c.  be charged with the inauguration and installation of the Executive Council and

     all Senators; and

d.  perform all duties prescribed by the President or Vice President.
Section 7. All members of the Senate shall discharge any duties delegated to him/her by this Constitution, by the Senate, or by the Executive Council.
Article IV

Section 1. If, for any reason, the office of President of the Student Government Association becomes vacant, the Vice President shall assume the Presidency. If, for any reason, the office of Vice President of the Student Government Association becomes simultaneously vacant, the Secretary shall preside.  Following the Secretary in this line of succession shall be the Treasurer, Secretary of Communications, and finally the Chief Justice.
Article V

Section 1. Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by any member of the Executive Council or by any member of the Senate.  Each proposed amendment shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary of the Student Government Association, and shall be considered by the Senate within thirty days of the amendment’s initial submission to the Secretary.  An amendment to this Constitution shall be considered adopted if approved for passage by a two-thirds majority vote of all voting members.

Section 2. A new Constitution to replace this Constitution shall be initiated in the same manner that amendments to this Constitution are to be initiated.  A new Constitution to replace this Constitution shall be considered adopted if approved for passage by two separate two-thirds majority votes of all voting members.  The second vote for passage may not be held within twenty-four hours of the first; however, the second vote for passage must be held within sixteen days of the first vote for passage.  If adopted, the new Constitution shall go into affect twenty-four hours after the second two-thirds majority vote for passage is reached.

Section 3. The Student Association shall be notified of amendments to this Constitution or the presentation of a new Constitution to replace this Constitution by the use of at least student email and campus flyers within 48 hours of a motion to do so.  No vote may be taken on the issue in question until the Student Association has had at least a seven-day notice.
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